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m  i ii v  i » P  tilt-*  notes  were  taken  in  Hancock  coun¬ 
ty,  though  the  uinjority  are  from  \\  innebago 
county.  All  notes  are  understood  to  be  made 
in  the  vicinity  of  Forest  City  unless  otherwise 
stated. 

The  topography  of  Hancock  county  is  similar 
to  Winnebago,  being  mostly  prairie  and  marsh¬ 
land.  with  heavy  natural  timber  in  the  north¬ 
eastern  part.  There  are  a  few  lakes,  the  largest 
being  Eagle  Lake  in  the  central  part  (now  near¬ 
ly  dry  ).  Lake  Edwards  and  Crystal  Lake,  near 
the  northern  line,  the  latter  noted  as  being  the 
source  of  the  Iowa  River. 

In  the  following  list  of  birds,  no  species  is 
enumerated  of  which  the  identification  is  doubt¬ 
ful,  most  of  the  species  having  been  personally 
observed  or  collected  by  the  undersigned  during 
more  than  six  years  collecting  in  this  vicinity, 
authorities  being  given  for  the  few  exceptions 
admitted,  which  are  quoted  from  authentic 
sources.  I  am  especially  indebted  to  Mr.  J. 
Eugene  Law,  of  Perry.  Iowa,  and  to  Frank  G. 
Richardson,  D.  1).  S,  of  Mason  City,  Iowa,  both 
of  whom  have  collected  in  this  held,  fornoleson 
several  species  that  had  escaped  my  notice,  and 
also  for  corroborative  notes  on  other  of  the 
rarer  species. 

In  the  following  list  the  nomenclature  and 
sequence  followed  are  those  of  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union,  the  numbers  given  being 
those  of  the  A.  O.  U.  Check  List  of  North 
American  Birds.  Rudolph  M.  Anderson. 

Forest  City.  Iowa,  Jan.  1st,  1807. 
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Birds  of  Winnebago  and  Hancock 
Counties,  Iowa. 

3  Colymbus  auritus,  Horned  Grebe. 

One  specimen  was  taken  bv  Mr  Fnmi-  /<  o-  .  , 

Liuculu  township,  Cerro  <  Ao  cou„Ft'J“'t1&eR1‘5l;ar'IS','‘  “ 

0—  Podibmbus  podiceps,  Pied-billed  Grebe. 

Common  summer  resident,  from  April  to  October. 

7 — Urinator  imber,  Loon. 

Summer  resideut ;  rare,  breeds  at  Rice  Lake. 

54— Larus  delawarensis,  King-billed  Gull. 

ma*e  bird  shot  from  a  flock  of  three  on  Lake  Edwards 
Hancoca  county,  May  13,  1893.  [Oologist,  Vol.  XI,  No.  L  j  ’ 

5y  — Larus  franklinii,  Franklin’s  Gull. 

Rare  migrant. 

09  Sterna  forsteri,  Forster’s  Tern. 

h)AVsmaU^hrfqUe(UtV  u  specimen  taken  at  Clear  Lake  June 
10,  1891.  observed  at  Rear  Lake,  Minn.,  May  27, 1898, 

74 — Sterna  antillarum,  Least  Tern. 

One  specimen  shot  at  Rice  Lake,  June  1,  1895.  Others  seen- 

77— Hydro^helidon  nigra  surinamensis,  Black 
lern. 

Abundant  summer  resident,  nesting  in  May  June  and  Tnlv 
two  oroods  raised.  Locally  known  as  ^ Slough  Sull.^ 

120  Phalacrocorax  dilophus,  Double-crested 
Cormorant. 

One  shot  at  Lake  Edwards  Oct.  22,  1894. 

125— Felecanus  erythrorhynchus,  American 
White  Pelican. 

Rare  migrant. 

1-0— Merganser  americanus,  Anier.  Merganser. 

^Frequent  migrant;  early  in  spring,  late  in  fail.  Mr.  F  G 
Richardson  notes  that  only  one  sex  is  found  in  a  migrating 
Hock,  erther  all  males  or  all  females.  mrgrairng 

130— Merganser  serrator,  lied-breasted  Merg¬ 
anser. 

_ ^Migrant,  rarer  than  preceding;  also  a  cold  weather  bird. 

^Oregon  Naturalist,  Vol.  I,  No.  2.,  Oct.,  1894. 
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131 — Lophodytes  eucullatns,  Hooded  Merganser. 

Common  migrant. 

132  — Anas  boschas,  Mallard. 

Abundant  migrant,  rare  summer  resident.  Took  a  set  of 
nine  eggs  May  5,  1S94.  in  Ellington,  Hancock  county. 

133 — Anas  obscura,  Black  Duck. 

Has  been  taken  at  Clear  Lake. 

l3o — Anas  strepera,  Gadwall. 

Migrant;  not  common. 

137 — Anas  americana,  Baldpate.  “Widgeon,” 

Common  migrant. 

139— Anas  carolinensis,  Green-winged  Teal. 

Abundant  migrant. 

Ill)  Anas  discors,  Blue-winged  Teal. 

Summer  resident,  common ;  have  found  nests  as  follows: 
June  4.  1S94,  1-10,  incubation  advanced  ;  June  11.  1-10,  fresh  . 

|  Iowa  Ornithologist,  \ol.  I,  No.  4.,  July,  1S95.J 

142—  Spatula  clypeata.  Shoveller.  “Spoonbill.” 

Common  migrant,  rare  summer  resident ;  probably  breeds. 

143—  Dafila  acuta  Pintail. 

Common  migrant,  rare  summer  resident.  Saw  one  nest  in 
Hancock  county,  May  2ti,  '94.  on  freshly  broke  sod  near  slough. 

144 —  Aix  sponsa,  Wood  Duck. 

Summer  resident,  not  rare. 

14b — Aythya  americana,  Redhead. 

Rare  Migrant. 

147 — Aythya  vallisneria,  Canvas-back. 

Rare  migrant. 

1  4S  —  Aythya  mania  nearctica,  Scaup  Duck. 

Common  migrant. 

117  Aythya  affinis,  Lesser  Scaup  Duck. 

'  >:n  n  m  migr  l  it.  This  species  and  the  preceding  known 
as  “Blue-bills. " 

K)0  Aythya  collaris,  Ring-necked  Duck. 

Common  migrant. 


h)l — Glaucionetta  clangula  americana,  Am. 
Golden-eye. 

Rare  migrant. 

153 — Charitonetta  albeola,  Buille-head. 

Migrant,  not  rare 

LN’oce — ipecies  148,  149,  150  au  1 153  luive  been  found  breeding 
more  or  less  commonly  at  Clear  Lake,  Cerro  (fordo  county, 
winch  is  believed  to  be  the  most  southern  record  of  their  nesting.  | 

167 — Ensmatura  rubida,  Ruddy  Duck. 

A  pair  seen  on  Lake  Edwards,  May  5,  1893;  male  shot. 

169a — Chen  hyperborea  nivalis,  Greatar  Snow 
Goose. 

R  re  migrant, 

171a — A  riser  albifrons  gambeli,  American 
White-fronted  Goose. 

Abundant  migrant.  Commonly  called  “Brant. v 

17*3 — Bra nt, a  canadensis,  Canada  Goose. 

Common  migrant.  Formerly  a  common  breeder  in  this 
vicinity.  A  few  isolated  pairs  occasionally  nest  at  Goose 
Lake,  Eagle  Lake,  and  other  suitable  localities. 

173 — Branta  bernicla,  Brant. 

Migrant,  very  rare. 

180 — Olor  Columbian  us,  Whistling  Swan. 

Rare  migrant.  One  shot  near  Forest  City,  April  6,  1894. 
Mounted  one  which  was  shot  on  Lake  Edwards,  March  24,  ’96 

190 —  Botaurus  lentiginosis,  American  Bittern. 

Common  summer  resident. 

191  —  Ardetta  exilis.  LeaH  Bittern. 

Summer  resident ;  not  rare,  though  seldom  seen.  Found  sev¬ 
eral  nests  in  the  rushes  around  edge  of  Skunk  Lake.  June  16, 
1894. 

191 —  Ardea  herodias.  Great  Blue  Heron. 

Common  during  latter  part  of  summer. 

201  —  Ardea  virescens,  Green  Heron. 

Common  summer  resident ;  nesting  in  low  trees. 


202 —  Nvcticorax  nyeticorax  naevius,  Black- 

crowned  Night  Heron. 

Summer  resident ;  rarely  seen  in  spring,  common  in  fall. 

204— Grus  americana,  Whooping  Crane. 

A  rare  migrant.  Formerly  a  fairly  common  summer  resi¬ 
dent  ;*  now  exceedingly  rare.  Took  a  set  of  two  fresh  eggs 
May  26,  1894,  in  Madison  township.  Hancock  county.  The 
nest  was  on  an  old  muskrat  house  surrounded  by  open  water, 
in  a  slough  along  the  headwaters  of  the  Iowa  river.  The 
eggs  measured :  4.06x2.38  ;  4.02x250.  [“Nesting  of  the  Whoop¬ 
ing  Crane, ”  Oologist,  Yol.  XI,  No.  8,  Aug.,  1894.  | 

200  —Gras  mexicana.  Sandhill  Crane. 

Abundant  migrant,  rare  summer  resident.  A  sot  of  two 
eggs  taken  May  16,  '94,  about  eighty  rods  from  nest  of  (ho  pie- 
ceding  species  described  above. 

203 —  Rallus  elegans.  King  Rail. 

Common  summer  resident. 

212  —  Rallus  virginianus,  Virginia  Rail. 

Summer  resident,  rarer  than  the  preceding;  a  few  nests 
found  early  in  J  one. 

214 — Porzana  Carolina,  Sora. 

Abundant  summer  resident;  have  found  many  nests. 

210 — Gallinula  galeata,  Florida  Gallinule. 

Casual  summer  visitor.  A  set  of  lif teen  eggs  was  collected 
at  Heron  Lake,  Minn.,  iu  1896.  [  Iowa  Ornithologist,  Vol  J 1  -4.  ] 

221 — Fulica  americana,  American  Coot.. 

Common  summer  resident. 

224 — Phalaropus  tricolor,  \\  ilsoifs  Phalarope. 

Summer  resident,  fairly  common.  Nests  on  the  ground  in 
low,  swampy  locations,  during  latter  part  of  May.  Took  set 
of  four  eggs  June  2.  '94,  near  Loland,  Iowa,  advanced  m  in¬ 
cubation. 

228-  Philohela  minor,  American  Woodcock. 

Rare  summer  resident ;  frequents  low,  damp  thickets. 

230  Gallinago  deiicata,  Wilson’s  Snipe. 

Common  migrant;  known  as  “Jack-Snipe." 

♦Oologist,  Yol.  Ill,  No.  4.  July- Aug.,  1886 

and  Oologist,  Vol.  XV  Hi,  No.  6,  June,  1893. 
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239 — Tringa  maeulata,  Pectoral  Sandpiper. 

Migrant,  in  large  Mocks  ;  sometimes  called  "Prairie  Pigeon.  ‘ 

24-2 — Tringa  minutilla,  Least  Sandpiper. 

Common  migrant. 


243a — Tringa  alpina  pacifica, 
piper. 


Red-backed  Sand- 


A  pair  were  shot  by  Mr.  «J,  Eugene  Law,  May  27.  1S9G.  at 
Bear  Lake,  Minn.,  about  four  miles  from  the  northern  line  of 
Winnebago  county  (State  Line). 


246 — Ereunetes  pusillus,  Semi  pal  mated 
piper. 

Migrant;  usually  with  Least  Sandpiper. 


Sand- 


249 — Limosa  fedoa,  Marbled  Godwit. 

Summer  resident  (formerly).*  Two  flocks  of  seven  eacli 
were  seen  at  Bear  Lake,  Minn.,  May  27.  1896. 


254 — Totanns  melanoleucus,  Greater  Yellow- 
legs. 

Migrant ;  not  rare. 


255  Totanns  tiivipes,  Yellow-legs. 

Common  migrant. 


256 — Totanns  solitaries,  Solitary  Sandpiper. 

Migrant ;  common  through  late  summer  and  fall. 

261  —  Bartramia  longicauda,  Bartramian  Sand¬ 
piper. 

Common  summer  resident,  on  upland  prairie ;  known  as 
"Plover.”  A  set  of  H  taken  June  18,  ’92;  L  taken  May  25,  '95. 

263 — Actitis  macularia,  Spotted  Sandpiper. 

Common  summer  resident. 


264 —  Numenius  longirostris,  Long-billed  Cur¬ 

lew. 

Rare  summer  resident. 

265 —  Numenius  hudsonicus,  Hudsonian  Curlew. 

Shot  one  female  specimen  west  of  Crystal  Lake.  May  25, 1895. 
*"Some  Prairie  Birds,”  Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  XVIII.  6. 


272 _ Cliaradrius  doininicus,  American  Golden 

Plover. 

Rare  migrant. 


-^gialitis  vocifera,  Killdeer 


273 

Common  summer  resilient. 

289 — Colinas  Virginian  us,  Bob-white.  “Quail. 

Resident,  increasing  in  numbers  during  tlie^ast  few  years. 


300 — Bonasa  umbellus,  Ruffed  Grouse. 

Resident,  not  rare  in  woodland. 

305 — Tympanuchus  cupido,  Prairie  Hen. 

Resident,  abundant;  the  favorite  game  bird.  Congregates 

in  large  (locks  in  the  winter.  Have  seen  150  to  2U0  in  one  (lock 
at  that  season.  Nests  during  the  month  of  May  ;  polygamous. 

315— Ectopistes  migratorius,  Passenger  Pigeon. 

Formerly  abundant,  now  an  exceedingly  rare  migrant. 

310 — Zen  aid  ura  macroura,  Mourning  Dove. 

Abundant  summer  resident.  Have  found  eggs  in  all  the 
months  from  April  to  September,  inclusive. 


325 — Cathartes  aura— Turkey  Vulture. 

Casual  visitant.  A  wounded  specimen  was  captured  Oct. 
1896. 

307 _ Elanoides  forficatus.  Swallow-tailed  Kite. 

Casual  visitant.  Mr.  F.  G.  Richardson  has  noted  this 
beautiful  Southern  species  a  number  of  times  in  Cerro  Gordo 
county, -one  specimen  taken  in  Lincoln  twp..  Cerro  Gordo 
county,  iu  August,  1889;  another  seen  Sept.  2.  189.1. 

331  Circus  hudsonius,  Marsh  Hawk. 

Abundant  summer  resident;  nests  on  ground  or  in  sloughs.* 

332  _ Aceipiter  velox,  Sharp-shinned  Hawk. 

Common  migrant. 

333  Aceipiter  eooperi,  Cooper's  Hawk. 

Common  summer  resident. 

334  _ Aceipiter  atricapillus,  American  Goshawk. 

Saw  one  Nov.  7,  1896,  in  the  woods  on  a  cold,  snowy  day. 

♦The  Marsh  Hawk."  Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  Vol.  XY1JT,  10. 

—6  — 


337 — Buteo  borealis,  Red-tailed  Hawk. 

Common  summer  resident. 

337a — Buteo  borealis  kriderii,  K rider's  Hawk. 

This  lighter  colored  variety  of  the  Red  tail  is  a  rare  summer 
resident.  Took  a  set  of  two  eggs,  advanced  in  incubation, 
with  female  parent,  May  14,  1895.  (The  bird  now  in  Smithson¬ 
ian  Institution.  Accession  30869.) 

337d — Buteo  borealis  harlaui,  Harlan's  Hawk. 

One  specimen  of  this  black  variety  was  shot  here  Oct.  27,  91 

342  —Buteo  swaiusonii,  Swamson’s  Hawk. 

Fairly  common  summer  resident;  nesting  later  than  the 
Ro.ltail.  Took  a  set  of  three  fresh  eggs  May  16,  1894.* 

343 — Buteo  latissimus,  Broad-winged  Hawk. 

Rare  summer  resident ;  rather  common  in  spring,  a  very 
tame,  unsuspicious  biid  at  that  season,  Eggs  were  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  Eugene  Law,  near  Lake  Mills,  Iowa,  in  the  latter  part 
of  May,  1893.  A  melauistic  specimen  iu  the  U.  S.  National 
Museum  (the  only  one  on  record),  was .  taken  by  Mr.  J.  W- 
Preston  at  Crystal  Lake,  Ham  ock  county.! 

347a  —  Arclubuteo  lagopus  sancti-johannis,  Am. 

Rough-legged  Hawk. 

I  have  not  positively  identified  any  specimens  of  this  species, 
but  as  it  is  reported  from  Franklin  county!  and  other  locali¬ 
ties  in  the  state,  it  probably  occurs  as  a  migrant  . 

349  —  Aquila  chrysaetos,  Golden  Eagle. 

Accidental  visitant.  H  iv  j  m  mate  l  two  specimens — one 
shot  some  forty  miles  west  of  here,  Oct.  23,  1894,  measured  8214 
inches  in  extent;  another,  a  female  measuring 76  inches  in  ex¬ 
tent,  was  shot  in  Ellington  twp.,  Hancock  county,  Oct.  30,  '96. 

352 — Halisetus  leueoeephalus,  Bald  Eagle. 

Rare  visitant. 

357 — Falco  columbarius,  Pigeon  Hawk. 

Rare  migrant.  Shot  one  specimen  Dec.  18, 1894. 

360 — Falco  sparverius,  Am  Sparrow  Hawk. 

Migrant;  frequent. 

Hawk  Diary, ■’  Nidologist,  Vol.  III.  No.  10-12,  July- Aug.,  ’96. 
fProceedings  United  States  National  Museum. 
iBirds  of  Franklin  County.  Frank  H.  Shoemaker.  1896.  p.  8. 
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364 — Pandion  haliaetus  carol inensis,  American 
Osprey. 

Mounted  a  female  specimen  shot  at  Lake  Edwards.  Han¬ 
cock  county,  Sept.  21.  1894.  by  Rev.  Jas.  P.  Taken. 

366— Asio  wilsoiiianus,  American  Long-eared 
Owl. 

Common  resident. 


367 — Asio  accipitrinus,  Short-eared  Owl. 

\  common  winte.  resident ;  very  rare  in  summer.  A  set  of 
six  eggs,  incubation  begun,  was  taken  near  Forest  (  ity,  Maj 
16  1896.  The  nest  was  on  the  ground  between  two  bogs  or 
clumps  of  earth :  composed  of  a  few  blades  of  grass  and  some 
feathers.  Eggs  were  white,  much  soiled. 


368 — Syrnium  nebulosum,  Barred  Owl. 

Apparently  rare .  Two  specimens  taken  in  Oct. and  Nov. 

370 — Nyctala  acadica,  Saw-whet  Owl. 

Rare  One  was  captured  March  16.  1893,  which  1  kept  in 
captivity  eight  months-an  unusually  mild- tempered  little 
owl,  that  never  attempted  to  bite  or  scratch.  Another  was 
captured  which  flew  against  a  store  window  Nov.  6.  1894. 


373  —  Megascops  asio,  tecreech  Owl. 

Common  resident,  the  red  and  gray  phases  about  equally 
common.  Seems  to  be  somewhat  irregular  in  nesting  habits- 
a  nest  found  in  the  top  of  a  doad  basswood  stub,  :«>  feet  up, 
\pril  27, 1895,  contained  five  fresh  eggs;  while  another  nest  a 
short  distance  from  the  first  contained  five  young  owls  on 
April  27. 1896;  nost  occupied  later  in  the  season  by  tuckers. 


Bubo  virginianus,  Great  Horned  Owl. 

Have  found  nests 
K  (second  set).* 
1896— Feb.  22 


37r> 

Resident :  fairly  common  for  this  species, 
as  follows:  1894— March  3.  Vi.  ;  April  6, 
!895— March  8.  'i.  hi;  April 2,  (second  set). 


1  j ;  March  14.  >i;  March  23,  V4  (second  set).  Second 
sets  are  usually  laid  in  the  same  nest  as  the  first  set. 


375a — Bubo  virginianus  subarcticus.  Western 
Horned  Owl. 

Rare,  presumably  resident.  Specimens  of  this  lighter  col¬ 
ored  variety  have  been  taken  here  in  January  and  April. 
♦‘•Owl  Notes.”  Nidologist.  Vol.  II.  No.  6.  February,  1895. 
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370 — Nyctea  nycfcea,  Snowy  Owl. 

Haro  winter  visitant.  Plumage  varies  witli  season.  Have 
mounted  two,  both  shot  near  Buffalo  ('enter,  Iowa.  First, 
Feb.  l:i,  189*>,  extent  59  inches ;  pure  white,  with  four  or  live 
dark  spots  on  tips  of  each  wing  and  on  tail,  and  two  or  three 
on  head.  Dee.  10,  1800,  female,  E.  t'4 :  L.  24 1  o ;  \V.  Id1  •> ;  T.  Oh  : 
back,  sides,  wings  and  tail  barred  with  dark  brown. 

387 —  Coecyzus  amerieanus,  Yellow-billed  Cuc¬ 

koo. 

Summer  resident,  not  rare. 

388 —  Coecyzus  e  r  y  1. 1 1  r  o.  p  h  t  h  a  1  in  u  s ,  HI  a  c  k -bill  e  d 

Cuckoo. 

Common  summer  resident :  nests  from  May  to  August  . 

390  Ceryle  alcyon,  Belted  Kingfisher. 

Common  summer  resident. 

393 —  Dryobates  villosus,  Hairy  Woodpecker. 

Resident, not  common. 

394- J-jDryo  bates  pubescens,  Downy  Woodpecker. 

Common  resident. 

402 — Sphyrapiciis  va'rius,  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sticker. 

Rather  common  migrant ;  rare  summer  resident.  A  set  of 
eggs  was  taken  near  Lake  Mills  by  Mr.  J.  Eugene  Law  in  1893. 

40o--Melanerpes  erythrocephalus,  Red-headed 
Woodpecker. 

Common  summer  resident. 

■ .  i  •  /  <i  >:  ’ 

412 —  Colaptes  auratus,  Flicker. 

Abundant  summer  resident:  occasional  in  winter. 

413 —  Colaptes  cafer,  Red-shafted  flicker. 

One  specimen  was  taken  here  in  winter  of  90  or  91. 

417 — Aotrostomus  vociferus,  Whip-poor-will. 

Rare  summer  resident. 

420 — Chordeiles  virginian us.  Nighthawk. 

Common  summer  resident.  . 
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423 — Chaetura  pelagica,  Chimney  Swift. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 

428— Trochilus  colubris,  Kuby-throateci  Hum¬ 
mingbird. 

Summer  resident*  rather  common* 

444 — Tyrannns  tyrannus.  Kingbird. 

Abundant  summer  resident. . 

452— Myiarchus  crinitus,  Crested  Flycatcher. 

Very  rare  summer  resident. 

456 — Savornis  phoebe,  Phoebe. 

Abundant  summer  resident ;  nesting  under  bridges. 

459 — Contopus  borealis.  Olive-sided  f  lycatclier. 
One  specimen  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Eugene  Eaw  in  Winne¬ 
bago  county  May  27,  1893;  and  another  in  Ferro  Gordo  county 

May  30,  1891.* 

491 — Contopus  virens,  Wood  Pewee. 

Common  summer  resident 

4(13 — Empidonax  iiaviventris,  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher. 

One  specimen  was  taken  at  Forest  City  in  September,  1890.* 

405_ Empidonax  virescens,  Green-crested  Fly¬ 
catcher.  “Acadian  Flycatcher.” 

Summer  resident,  not  common  ;  nesting  in  woodland. 

400 _ Empidonax  trailli,  Traill’s  flycatcher. 

Common  summer  resident;  nesting  about  the  25t.li  of  June, 
in  low  willows  along  streams. 

407 _ Empidonax  minimus,  Least  flycatcher. 

Abundant  summer  resident  ;  nesting  almost  anywhere  in 
trees  along  roadsides,  or  in  small  groves,  usually  somewhat 
earlier  than  the  preceding  species;  eggs  white,  unspotted. 

474b _ Otocons  alpestris  praticola,  Frame 

Horned  Lark. 

Resident,  common. 

477 — Cyanocitta  cristat.a,  Blue  Jay. 

Abundant  resident. 

*Iowa  Ornithologist.  Vol.  I.  No.  2,  January.  1895.  p.  30. 
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488 — Corvus  americauus,  American  Crow. 

Abuudant  resident;  seldom  nesting  in  large  trees  in  this  vic¬ 
inity,  preferring  small  trees  in  secluded  situations. 

494 —  Dolichonyx  oryzivorus,  Bobolink. 

Abundant,  summer  resident. 

495 —  Molothrus  ater,  Cowbird. 

Abundant  summer  resident.  Parasitic ;  have  found  Cow- 
birds’  eggs  in  the  nests  of  498,  503,  581, 595,  598,  604,  608,  627  ,  628, 
652,  681a,  687,  755. 

497 —  Xanthocephalus  xanthocephalus,  Yellow- 

headed  Blackbird. 

Common  summer  resident. 

498 —  Agelaius  phoeniceus,  Bed-winged  Black¬ 

bird. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 

501 — Sturnella  magna,  Meadowlark. 

Common  summer  resident. 

501b — Sturnella  magna  neglecta,  Western 
Meadowlark. 

Summer  resident;  resembles  preceding,  but  song  is  different. 

506 —  Icterus  spurius,  Orchard  Oriole. 

Common  summer  resident.  Builds  a  very  artistic  nest. 

507 —  Icterus  galbula,  Baltimore  Oriole. 

Common  summer  resident.  The  nest  is  a  marvel  of  weaving. 

509 — Seolecophagus  carolinus,  Busty  Blackbird. 

Common  migrant. 

511b — Quiscalus  quiscula  aeneus,  Bronzed 

Grackle. 

Abundant  summer  resident ;  breeding  in  colonies. 

514 — Coccothraustes  vespertinus,  Evening  Gros¬ 
beak.* 

Casual  visitant ;  irregular.  Very  rare. 

♦For  further  notes  on  any  of  the  Fringillida?  of  this  locality  see 
Iowa  Ornithologist,  Vol.  I,  No.'  1,  October,  1894,  “Not.es  on  the 
Birds  of  Iowa”— Fringillidfle  and  Mniotiltidee,  pp.  1  17. 
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5 17)  —  PiuicoU  miuele  itor,  Pine  Grosbeak. 

Have  observed  no  specimens,  myself,  but  the  species  has  been 
reported  from  Vitchell  county,  the  second  county  to  the  east 
of  \Y  innebago.* 

5  1 7  — Carpodaeus  purpureas,  Purple  Finch. 

Rather  common  migraut  at  times;  somewhat,  irregular. 
Have  taken  specimens  in  May,  October  and  N  lvember. 

521 — Loxia  curvirostra  minor.  Am.  Crossbill. 

Irregular  winter  visitant,  in  large  flocks.  A  number  of 
specimens  were  taken  b>  Mr.  .f.  Eugene  Law.  at  (i.urner.  Han¬ 
cock  county  in  October  and  November.  1891. 

528 —  Acanthis  linaria,  .Redpoll. 

Winter  visitant  in  Hocks.  Abundant  some  winters,  rare  in 
others. 

529-  Spinus  tristis,  American  Goldfinch. 

Resnlont ;  abundant  in  summer,  not  so  common  in  winter. 

533 — Spinus  pin  us.  Fine  Siskin. 

Shot  one  specimen  Oct.  H,  1895:  eating  see  Is  from  we  >  !  tops, 

***  Passer  domesticus,  English  Sparrow. 

Resident  ;  superabundant ;  "the  rats  of  the  air. 

534  Fleet  ropheuax  nivalis,  Snowflake. 

Common  winter  visitant,  in  large  flocks. 

536  — Calcarius  lapponicus.  Lapland  Longspur. 

Common  visitor  in  fall  and  winter,  in  immense  flocks. 

538  Calcarius  ornatus,  Chestnut, -col  lured 

Longspur. 

Have  never  positively  identified  any  specimens,  bul  the 
species  itns  been  reported  from  other  Iowa  points.  I  wo  sets 
of  eggs  were  taken  l>y  Mr.  J.  Eugene  Law  in  1890,  in  Jack  «m 
county,  southern  Minnesota. 

540 — Poocietes  gramineus,  Vesper  Sparrow. 

Common  summer  resident. 

540a — A m  mod  ram  us  savannartim  perpallidus, 
Western  Grasshopper  Sparrow. 

Summer  resident,  not  common.  Two  specimens  of  this 
paler  Western  subspecies,  taken  at  Forest  City,  were  identified 
by  Robert  Ridgway.  They  differ  little  from  the  Eastern  form 
passerinus. 

♦••Rird  Migration  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  for  1884-85,”  Bulletin 
N  >.  1  Di.  isi  >  i  >f  R’  ei  >  nic  )rni  loligv,  Agricultural  Dop’t. 
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Migrant,  perhaps  not  rare,  but  very  seldom  seen  on  account 
of  its  retiring  habits.  Shot  one  adult,  male  Oct.  15,  1892 ;  one 
specimen  in  juvenile  plumage  Sept.  10,  1896;*  and  an  adult 
male  and  female  on  Oct.  2,  1896. 

552  Chondesfces  grammacus,  Lark  Sparrow. 

Common  summer  resident,. 

553  Zonotrichia  querula,  Harris’  Sparrow. 

Harris  (or  Black-hooded)  Sparrow  is  rather  a  common  mi¬ 
grant  in  Sept,  and  Oct.  Have  seen  a  few  specimens  in  the 
early  part  oi  May.  Spring  and  fall  plumages  differ  consider¬ 
ably.  1  his  species  is  one  of  the  few  birds  well-known  in  the 
United  States  of  which  an  authentic  nest  and  eggs  has  never 
been  taken. 

oo4  Zonotrichia  leucophrys,  White-crowned 
Sparrow. 

Migrant,  in  company  with  Z.  aibicollis.  Apparently  rare. 

558  Zonotrichia  albico]  J  is.  White-throated 

Sparrow. 

Abundant,  migrant. 

<>59 — Spizella  monticola,  Tree  Sparrow. 

Abundant  winter  resident. 

500 — Spizella  socialis,  Chipping  Sparrow. 

Common  summer  resident. 

561 — Spizella  pallida,  Clay-colored  Sparrow. 

Rare  summer  resident;  fairly  common  as  a  migrant.  This 
species  was  found  breeding  in  Winnebago  county  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Preston  in  June,  1885. f  A  set  of  M  was  also  taken  later  by  Mr. 
J.  Eugene  Law  at  Lake  Mills,  Iowa. 

563 — Spizella  pusilla,  Field  Sparrow. 

Have  taken  no  specimens,  but  the  species  is  said  to  “brood 
over  all  Iowa.”|  “Common  summer  resident  in  Franklin 
county.”§ 

*Both  were  identified  at  Smithsonian  Institution. 

fNests  and  Eggs  of  North  American  Birds.  By  Oliver  Davie. 

1889.  p.  308. 

iBulletin  No.  2,  Division  of  Economic  Ornithology. 

gBirds  of  Franklin  County.  Frank  H.  Shoemaker.  1896.  p.  12. 
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Slate-colored  -I  unco. 


507 — Junco  hyemalis, 

“Snowbird.” 

Abundant  migrant  in  March,  April  ami  early  May,  and  in 
October  and  November. 


581— Melospiza  fasciata,  Song  Sparrow. 

Abundant- summer  resident,  arriving  early  in  the  spring. 
Nesting  through  May,  June  and  Julj . 

583 —  Melospiza  lincohii,  Lincoln’s  Sparrow. 

Migrant,  usually  rare:  but  the  birds  were  quite  common  for 
some  time  during  the  month  of  October.  1896 —  a  shy  species. 

584 —  Melospiza  georgiana,  Swamp  Sparrow. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 


585 — Passerella  iliaca,  Fox  Sparrow. 

Common  migrant.  Earliest  dates  seen  :  In  spring,  A  pi  i  1  1. 
1898:  in  fall,  Sept.  27.  lv92. 

587-  Pipilo  ervthrophtbalmus,  Towliee. 

A  few  seen  in  spring  and  fall :  have  not  noted  this  species  in 
summer. 


595 — Habia  ludoviciana,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

Abundant  summer  resident;  nesting  in  trees  in  almost  nn> 
situation.  A  melodious  songster  in  t  he  springtime. 


598 — Passerina  cyanea,  Indigo  Bunting. 

Common  summer  resident.  A  sweet  singer. 

(504 — Spiza  anmricana.  Dickcissel. 

Abundant  summer  resident,  nesting  in  June,  July  and  Aug. 
Nests  in  tall  grass,  hushes,  or  low  trees.  An  incessant  song 
ster,  but  scarcely  musical. 

(508__Piranga  erythromelas,  Scarlet  Tanager. 

Summer  resident,  not  rare. 


(511 — Progne  subis.  Purple  Martin. 

Abundant  summer  resident.  Migrates  very  regularly,  ar¬ 
riving  about  April  lUtli;  departs  last  week  in  August,  congre¬ 
gating  in  immense  flocks  before  leaving. 

612 — Petrochelidon  lunifrons,  Cliff  Swallow. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 
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613—  Chelidou  erythrogasfcer,  Barn  Swallow. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 

614 —  Tachycineta  bicolor,  Tree  Swallow. 

Karo  summer  resident,  though  common  at  times.  Found 
one  nest  June  4.  1894.  in  the  top  of  an  old  pump  in  the  middle 
of  an  open  pool  of  water  in  a  slough  :  four  eggs,  white. 

6 1 6  — Clivicola  riparia,  Bank  Swallow. 

Abundant  sunnnor  resident. 

()1S  Ampelis  garrulus,  Bohemian  Waxwing. 

Winter  visitant,  in  (locks.  Noted  as  follows:  Dec.  19,  1891. 
large  flock  ;  Jan.  24-31.  1892,  a  large  flock  remained  in  town, 
feeding  on  mountain-ash  berries:  two  seen  Nov.  24.  1894. 

619  Ampelis  cedrorum,  Cedar  Waxwing. 

(  onimon  resident;  flocks  appear  irregularly  at  all  seasons. 
Have  found  nests  in  July  and  August. 

6~1  Lanius  borealis,  Northern  Shrike. 

Common  winter  resident. 

Os. 2 a  Lanins  ludovician ns  excu bitorides,  Whit.e- 
r uniped  Shrike. 

Ilare  summer  resident. 

624— \  ireo  olivacens,  Red-eyed  Viren. 

(  ommon  summer  resident. 

6‘27 — \  ireo  gilvus,  Warbling  Vireo. 

Common  summer  resident. 

628 — Vireo  flavifrons,  Yellow-throated  Vireo. 

Summer  reyidout,  not  ro.ro*  touud  o  nest  containing  four 
fresh  eggs  June  IS,  1892. 

029 — Vireo  solitarius,  Blue-headed  Vireo. 

Migrant,  not  uncommon. 

633 — Vireo  bellii,  Bell’s  Vireo. 

Summer  resident,  not  uncommon. 

636 — Mniotilta  varia.  Black  and  White  Warbler. 

Abundant  migrant  in  May.  August  and  September.* 

*For  further  information  on Abe  Warblers  of  this  locality  see 
"Notes  on  tne  Birds  of  Iowa" — Fringillida*  and  Mniotiltidie.  in 
Iowa  Ornithologist.  Vol.  I.  No.  1,  Oct..  1894.  pp.  1  17. 


042 — Helmiuthopliila  chrysoptera,  Golden- 

winged  VV  arbler. 

Shot  one  female  specimen  Aug.  17.  1896.  This  seems  to  be  a 
rare  bird  in  the  state,  the  Iowa  Ornithologist,  Yol.  1,  No.  1, 
Oct..  1S94.  p.  11,  saying  that  at  that  time  there  was  no  positive 
evidence  of  the  species  having  been  taken  in  the  state — not  re¬ 
ported  by  any  of  the  members  of  the  Iowa  Ornithological  As¬ 
sociation. 

645 —  Heliuinthophila  ruficapilla,  Nashville 

Warbler. 

Transient ;  shot  one  Sept.  8.  two  on  Sept.  12.  1808. 

646 —  He  1  m  i  nt  hoph  i  la  celata,  Orange-crowned 

Warbler. 

Migrant,  not  common.  Shot  one  May  28,  1802;  two  Oct.  1, 
1892;  one  Oct.  3,  1896. 

647 —  Helminthopila  peregrina,  Tennessee  War¬ 

bler. 

Transient  visitor.  Shot  one  May  21,  1802. 

648 —  Compsothlypis  americana,  Parnla  Warbler. 

Shot  one  female  specimen  Aug.  21.  1896. 

652 — Dentroica  sestiva,  Yellow  Warbler. 

Abundant  summer  resident.  Nests  in  low  hushes  in  .June; 
frequently  hatches  eggs  of  the  Cowbird. 

654 —  Dentroica  caerulescens,  Black-throated 

Blue  Warbler. 

Shot,  one  male  specimen  May  14.  1892. 

655 —  Dentroica  coronata,  Myrtle  Warbler. 

An  abundant  migrant ;  sometimes  appearing  before  the  snow 
is  off  the  ground. 

657 — Dentroica  maculosa,  Magnolia  Warbler. 

Migrant,  not  rare. 

659 — Dentroica  pensylvanica,  Chestnut-sided 

Warbler. 

Common  migrant. 

661 — Dentroica  striata,  Black-poll  Wdirbler. 

Common  migrant. 
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002 — Deiitroica  black  buruiae,  Blackburnian 
Warbler.  '“Orange-throated  Warbler.” 

Common  migraut  in  spring  and  fall. 

007 — Deiitroica  virens,  Black-throated  Green 
W  a  r  bier. 

Migrant,  not  rare. 

072 — Dentroica  palniarnm,  Palm  Warbler. 

Migraut,  common  in  spring. 

074 — Seiurus  aurocapillus,  Oven-bird. 

Summer  resident,  not  rare. 

675 — Seiurus  noveboracensis,  Water-Thrush. 

Specimens  of  Water-Tlirush  were  taken  at  Forest  City  in 
May,  1891,  but  'whether  of  this  species  or  of  Grinnell’s  Water- 
Thrush  (Seiurus  noveboracensis  notabihs)  is  un¬ 
known  to  the  writer;  probably  the  latter  variety. 

081a — Geothljpis  trichas  occidentalis.  Western 
Yellow-throat. 

Abundant  summer  resident.  Two  broods  raised  each  season. 

083— tcteria  virens,  Yellow-breasted  Chat. 

Have  not  found  this  species  in  Winnebago  county.  A  spec¬ 
imen  in  my  collection  was  taken  at  Mason  City,  Cerro  Gordo 
county,  May  30, 1891. 

085 — Sylvania  pusilla,  Wilson’s  Warbler. 

“Black-capped  Flycatching  Warbler.” 

Migrant,  not  rare. 

080 — Sylvania  canadensis,  Canadian  Warbler. 

Common  migrant.  Shot  one  specimen  May  27.  1893 ;  migrates 
regularly  from  15th  to  25th  of  August — have  taken  several 
specimens  at  that  season. 

087 — Setophaga  ruticilla,  American  Redstart/ 

Summer  resident,  common  in  favored  localities.  The  species 
was  found  breeding  abundantly  in  the  timber  near  Rice  Lake, 
by  Mr.  J.  Eugene  Law. 

097 — Anthus  pensilvanicus,  American  Pipit. 

* 

Migrant,  uncommon. 
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704 —  Ualeoseoptes  carolinensis,  Catbird. 

Abundant  summer  resi  lent. 

705 —  Harporhy nchus  ruins,  Brown  Thrasher. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 

721  b — Troglodytes  aedon  aztecus,  Western 
House  Wren. 

Common  summer  resi  lent.  .Nests  almost  anywhere,  in  bird- 
boxes  about  buildings  or  in  deserted  woodpecker  holes  in  the 
woods;  sometimes  under  thatched  roof  of  straw  sheds. 

724  Cisfcothorus  stellaris,  Short-billed  Marsh 

W  ren. 

Rare  summer  resident. 

725  Cistothorus  palustris,  Long-billed  Marsh 

Wren. 

Common  summer  resident. 

726  Certhia  familiaris  americana.  Brown 

Creeper. 

Abundant  migrant:  occasionally  seen  in  winter. 

727  Sitta  carolinensis.  White-breasted  Nut¬ 

hatch. 

Common  resident. 

728  -Sitta  canadensis.  Bed-breasted  Nuthatch. 

Migrant,  not  common. 

735 — Barns  atricapillus,  Chickadee. 

Common  resident . 

748 —  Regulns  satrapa.  Golden-crowned  Kin  glef. 

Migrant,  not  rare;  sometimes  seen  in  winter. 

749 —  Begulus  calendula.  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet. 

Abundant  migrant. 

755 —  Turdus  mustelinus,  WoodThrusb. 

Common  summer  resident. 

756 —  Turdus  fuscescens,  Wilson’s  Thrush. 

Rare  summer  resident. 
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1  urdus  ustulatus  swaiusouii,  Olive-backed 
Thrush. 

Migrant,  not  rare;  several  soon  during  September,  1890. 

(•)(J1)  —1  urdus  aoualaschkaj  pallasii,  Hermit 
Thrush. 

Migrant,  frequent. 


7()1 — Meruia  migratoria,  American 

Abundant  summor  resident;  sometimes 
Gregarious  in  fa]J,  w  inter  and  early  spring. 


Robin. 

seen  in 


winter. 


7bb — Sialia  sialis.  Bluebird. 

i1  <>i  inerly  an  abundant  summer  resident,  arriving  early  in 
the  spring ;  nesting  about  houses  and  in  holes  in  trees.  The 
species  has  been  exceedingly  scarce  during  the  last  two  sum¬ 
mers.  The  eggs  of  the  Bluebird  are  usually  light  blue,  but  I 
took  a  set  of  three  eggs  July  10,  1893,  which  were  pure  white  in 
color. 


172a — Branta  canadensis  hutchinsii,  Hutchins’s 
Goose. 

I  his  smaller  Western  variety  of  the  Canada  (loose  has  been 
identified  in  Cerro  (Jordo  county  by  Mr.  F.  Cl.  Richardson, 
together  with  the  American  White-fronted,  Canada,  and 
Greater  Snow  Geese. 

ADDITIONAL  NOTES: 

133 — Anas  obscura,  Black  Duck.  Dusky  Duck. 

A  young  male  was  shot  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Richardson,  at  Rice 
Lake,  Winnebago  county,  Oct.  8,  1888,  in  company  with  a  flock 
of  Mallards.  This  species  is  the  “Black  Mallard”  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  Eastern  states,  but  is  rarely  taken  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River. 

337a — Buteo  borealis  kriderii,  Krider’s  Hawk. 

Took  a  set  of  three  slightly  incubated  eggs  May  2,  18915,  in 
Ellington  township,  Hancock  county;  nest  in  a  Burr-oak  tree, 
46  feet  from  ground,  composed  of  sticks  and  one  cornstalk, 
and  lined  witth  strips  of  stringy  bark.  The  nest  also  con¬ 
tained  a  number  of  White  Poplar  twigs  with  young  green 
leaves.  Nest  and  eggs  photographed  in  situ. 


